How Has Music Shaped Us?
This is a research report with a family member or friend as the subject. This is a retrospective of what they remember of the interplay between music and their life growing up. Moreover, you will draw a few comparisons from your own perspective on music. Your report will include specific examples and information from the interview, and pictures to create a comic book as a report.
Start the Assignment
Interview one person and ask how music shaped their lives when they were growing up. This person must have grown up with [image: image1.jpg]


music played on vinyl (33 rpm, 45s, 78s, etc.)8-tracks or cassette tapes. The person must be over 30 and he or she cannot be used for more than one report. In addition to your interview, you will need to take high quality photos and collect other images to use in your comic book. (A digital camera can be borrowed to take photos.) 

Doing Research - Interview Questions
Whom was the person listening to the music?

First, collect demographics that detail his or her age, occupation, education, family situation, etc. when they were younger and at the time of your interview. Include place of birth (town) and current place of residence.
Why were they listening to the music?

What are some of the bands, and music artists? Do they have a favorite band? What is the first album or single they acquired? What kind of music artists and genre(s) did the person collect and listen to when younger? What did they like about the music? What is an interesting story from the bands or music (going to a concert, etc.)?
What are their personal stories? 

Ask the person to share personal stories that are connected to the music. Stories where you connect the music to people and events going on such as hanging out with friends, first kiss, prom, breaking up, going in the military, death of a friend or family member, returning home, etc.  
Ask them what events were going on in the world?

What events in the world were happening around them that they connect to the music? For example, someone might think of all the destruction from Hurricane Katrina every time he or she hears a particular song. Ask them to explain the connection between the event and the music. Why does the music connect to the event?
How did the music influence their lives?

What formed or influenced their musical interests? What kind of inspiration did they get from the music? Do they still listen to vinyl or cassettes? Explain why they do or do not have the music. Why do they still listen to it? Why do they not listen to vinyl anymore? If their musical interests changed (i.e. growing up would listen to “boy bands” but now listen to Jazz), ask them to explain what happened.
What are the similarities or differences I share with this person?

Among all the answers the interview subject gave, find three from him or her and explain how their answers are similar or different from your interplay with music. Give specific examples to explain.

Storyboard is due ________
Comic book is due ________








Continued on back…

More Research – Photos To Tell the Story
Take a camera when you conduct the interview. 
You will need to collect high quality photos and use them in your comic book. (I define “high quality” as images that are in focus, lit well and properly composed. Also, not all camera-enabled phones may be suited to take “high quality” images.) Take photos of the person when you conduct the interview. Take photos of their music, and photos of them using their music. Think of other creative ideas for photos. How about photos from when they were younger?
[image: image2.wmf]You will need other images for your comic book. For example, I would use images of Hurricane Katrina if the person mentioned a connection between music and the event. I would find images of the concert at Woodstock, photos such as bands like The Who or the singer Joe Cocker, if the person mentioned the event as a connection to their music. 
Creation of A Storyboard
After you conduct the interview, and the photos first think about how to tell the story. With the answers to the questions and the collection of images, create a storyboard. The storyboard is an outline of how to tell the story. 

Like any good story, you want to grab the reader’s attention at the very start. You can accomplish this with a dramatic statement or an interesting fact or image for the introduction. You could tease the reader about an interesting detail they will learn IF they read the comic! This introduction will serve as your cover page to the comic book.
After the introduction I want you to tell the story in chronological order. Identify the key elements and arrange them into a beginning, middle and an end. The information you use to discuss your similarities or differences to the subject will serve as the story ending.
Cite Your Sources 
You must use MLA style to document all your sources.
You are required to attribute the source of each image used in the comic book. This means that each time you use an image from another source there must be text indicating the source of the image, a photo credit. For images obtained from a web site or other source, attribution must be made in the comic and in a works cited page. 

A separate “works cited” page must be created. A list of the interview(s), photos, images and any other sources used in the research must be created. Include a cover page with your name and date. 

With all the research and photos collected, now you are ready to create your comic book story. 

Creating the Comic Book
You will be using Comic Life software.

Some class time will be spent in demonstration of the software. It is designed with templates and other elements that will help you to create your comic book. Your comic book will be composed of a cover page and 4 -6 pages to tell the story. Include your name on the cover and title it, “How Has Music Shaped Us?” 
Evaluation/Grading
Your grade will be determined on your ability and overall effectiveness at telling a story, answering the question; How has music shaped us? Your overall grade is also based on the storyboard 10%, answering the six questions and use of photos in your comic, 80%, and the works cited page, 10%.
As with all assignments the grade you earn is based on your ability to follow directions, meet deadlines, and use proper spelling, and grammar. The story must be told clearly and effectively.

Grading Rubric for the Comic Book Report

Name ______________________________
Deadline penalty?  _________________________
Grade _____________

Research subject identified 

Why were they listening to the music?


What events were going on in their lives?


(personal & in the world)

How did music influence their lives?

What are similarities or differences you


share with the person (3 total)?


Photo/image quality


Overall effectiveness at telling a story

How has music shaped us?
Spelling, grammar, clear and effective writing.


Works cited. (15%)
Storyboard (15%) (From part one)
Poor


Few if any requirements met for accurate and complete story. 








Good


Some requirements met for an accurate and complete story. 





Very good


Most requirements met for an accurate and complete story. 





Excellent


All requirements met for an accurate and complete story. 








