Class Participation Assignment – Free Will & Determinism
Follow the guidelines in your first-day handout to complete your report.

To complete this assignment to the best of your ability it is important to read and understand information on this topic found in chapter 3 of the Wood book.
Part 1 – type separate paragraphs to answer each item

1. Think about a situation in which another person hurt you (mentally or physically). Identify what happened, when and where it occurred and the persons involved. (You can use pseudonyms for the persons.)
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2. Did you attribute what the other person did to biological qualities (men/women always act that way) or environmental factors (he/she had a rough day and was stressed)? Provide an explanation to go along with your response. 
Or did you attribute the other person’s action to his or her own choices (she/he intended to hurt me)? Provide an explanation to go along with your response. 

3. Now try explaining what the other person did in a different way. If you explained the behavior as determined, redefine it as a personal choice; if you regarded the behavior as the result of free will, try perceiving it as determined by forces beyond the person’s control.

Part 2 – Class Discussion & Reflection
Describe how your assumptions about human nature affect how you feel about the person and what happened.

Discussion will take place when the assignment is handed in for grading – come prepared to discuss – review what you have written and the material from chapter 3 – you will be asked to take notes as part of the class participation assignment.
