Public Relations: New Media – Research Assignment
Read and research an article on the use of new media (on various topics including public relations, advertising, marketing, etc.). Your objective is to read an article, prepare additional research to advance the story and discuss your findings as part of an informal class presentation. An essential element of the assignment is to comment on the article’s relevance to public relations and new media. The overall purpose of the assignment is to increase your knowledge on the topic of new media. This assignment is 100 points.
1. Select one of the articles from the packet distributed in class. Each person has a separate article. Notify me and “cc” the class via email to reserve your right to the article. The deadline to reserve an article is _______________. This is 5% of your grade.
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__________ is the deadline to submit a preliminary list of two sources. These two sources are to be used to advance information in the original article. Expect to discuss your preliminary findings. This is 5% of your grade. (Preliminary sources can be modified after the due date.)
3. Summary (section one) of the article. Quote from the article. The summary is one to two pages. This section is 20% of your grade.
4. Advance The Story (section two) is the effort to advance (refute, support or update) information in the original article. Focus on discussing the following criteria (do as many as you can); elaborating, clarifying, supporting, build on or challenge, and apply/connect. Advancing the story is demonstrating how you improved your understanding of the topic. 
You will need two sources to “advance the story”. These sources can be another article, book, journal, media program, guest speaker or interview with a public relations professional. Any effort to interview a PR professional will be considered work toward an outstanding effort to “advance the story”. Use at least two quotes in your narrative. Advancing the story is two to four pages. This section is 20% of your grade.
5. Commentary (section three) on the relevance of the information from the first two sections of your report to public relations and the use of new media. You will want to consider finding relevance from some of the topics we cover in class including our discussion of “Connected”. The commentary is one to two pages. This section is 20% of your grade.










Continued on the back…

In addition to your report you are expected to lead a presentation and discussion on the topic of your research report.
6. The presentation will be about 10 minutes in length. The first 5 minutes are to present a summary of the article (1 to 2 minutes in length) and then 3 minutes to discuss how you advanced the story. (You should rehearse this 5 minute segment in preparation for the presentation.) 
The remaining 5 minutes is for questions and discussion. As part of the presentation you are required to provide a list of at least three questions that you can use to ask the class during the informal class presentation. (Include a copy of the list of questions in your research report. Place the questions on a separate page just before the works cited page.) You will be graded on your ability to conduct a professional presentation, create questions and lead a successful class discussion focused on the topic.   The presentation, questions and success of the discussion is 20% of your grade.

7. You will need at least one visual that will assist with your informal class presentation. This can be a PowerPoint slide(s), poster or any handout that has been created by you to assist with the presentation. This is 10% of your grade.
Any effort to go beyond the minimum requirements of the assignment will assist in the effort to earn an outstanding grade. A grading rubric is provided.
Document layout
The report is divided into three sections, summary, advance the story and commentary. Start a new page with each section and title the top of each page. On the cover page provide your name, and date. Include the title and date of the original article you are researching. All text is double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, punctuation, must be at a high level or points will be deducted.  
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Use MLA style…to cite your sources. This includes creating cites in the document consistent with end notes. We will review this method in class. 

Your report also must include a final page entitled “Works Cited” to identify all sources. Use Noodlebib through the CCC library web site to help you create your cites. You are responsible to follow MLA style and points will be deducted for errors. 
Plagiarism results in a failing grade for the assignment and possibly for the semester.
